
On-Line Table: Summary of the ideal contents of CT and MRI reports of the lumbar spine based on the preferences of clinicians and
radiologistsa

CT (Clinicians, Radiologists) MRI (Clinicians, Radiologists)
Technique description (moderate) 67%, 50% 60%, 54%
Study quality (especially if suboptimal) 83%, 38% 89%, 58%
Clinical history: N/A

Normal study 88%, 75%
Abnormal study 89%, 83%

Presence or absence of prior imaging for comparison: N/A
Normal study 80%, 75%
Abnormal study 100%, 100%

Description of findings if: N/A
Normal (moderate/detailed) 71%, 63%
Abnormal (moderate/detailed) 96%, 91%

Pertinent negative findings 89%, 92% N/A
Disk herniation should be qualitatively described 56%, 64% N/A
Incidental renal mass should be quantitatively described N/A 61%, 85%
Indications for MRI if the CT is: N/A

Normal 59%, 42%
Abnormal 82%, 85%

Radiologist’s impression when the CT is: N/A
Normal 72%, 71%
Abnormal 96%, 92%

Recommendations for further work-up of an incidental finding (renal mass in this case) N/A 68%, 76%
a Percentage of subjects in favor of these is provided.
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