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and offers incomplete radiology differentials, it features multiple
endoscopic color photographs matched with imaging studies in
the same patient.

The strength of many radiology textbooks rests on the pres-
ence of quality imaging cases, which is the core of this book.
The normal anatomy and the garden variety pathologic MR
and CT cases are of excellent image quality. In addition, it is
gratifying to see many unusual or rare cases beautifully imaged
and not merely taken from someone’s archival cases. Indeed, it
is apparent that the authors have collected a veritable treasure
trove of superbly imaged pathology. Chapter 9, “Malignant
Neoplasms,” distinguishes itself here with excellent common
and unusual cases, including an array of exquisite perineural
tumor spread cases.

Any radiology text that attempts to better our understanding
of sinonasal pathophysiology and the principles and techniques
of surgical management of disease is worth adding to the radiol-
ogist’s library. This book aims to—and accomplishes—those 2
things. In addition, the multitude of common, uncommon, and
rare pathologies that are all of excellent image quality makes this
text a good investment as a reference. However, I caution that this
is not the definitive radiology text for the paranasal sinuses or
even a comprehensive review of sinonasal imaging.

BOOK REVIEW

Pediatric CNS Tumors

Nalin Gupta, Anuradha Banerjee, Daphne Haas-Kogan, eds. Berlin:
Springer: 2004. 283 pages, 108 illustrations, $129.

B rain tumors represent the most common solid cancer in
children and cause more cancer deaths then any other
childhood cancer. Despite these facts, few comprehensive
texts are dedicated to the topic of central nervous system tu-
mors in children. This text, edited by the University of Cali-
fornia, San Francisco Neuro-Oncology group, long recog-
nized as one of the foremost comprehensive brain tumor
centers in the United States, brings together experts in the
fields of pediatric neurosurgery, pediatric oncology, and radi-
ation therapy to provide a thoughtful overview. Pediatric CNS
Tumors represents a welcome addition to the literature and
will be an excellent resource for any professional involved in
the care of children with cancer.

This text takes on the global topic of CNS tumors of chil-
dren by dividing the subject
matter sensibly by tumor type
or location, as appropriate, as
well as selected special topics.
The chapters that cover tumors
by location include supratento-
rial gliomas, brain stem glio-
mas, intramedullary spinal
cord tumors; those organized
by histology include ependy-
moma, craniopharyngioma,
embryonal, neuronal, and cho-
roid plexus tumors. The editors

Pediatric
CNS Tumors

have thoughtfully divided each of these chapters in an identical
fashion, and these subsections are identified in the table of con-
tents for ease of reference. The chapter subsections include epi-
demiology, pathology, clinical features, imaging, treatment, and
outcome. The treatment portion of each chapter is then further
divided into surgical indications, techniques, chemotherapy, and
radiation therapy. By necessity, these subsections are covered
with a concise overview and appropriate references. In addition,
there are chapters on imaging, radiation therapy, chemotherapy,
surgical techniques, and the phakomatoses.

The chapters are well illustrated with appropriate patho-
logic micrographs, representative diagnostic images, and in-
formative tables. Figures and tables are accompanied by leg-
ends in contrasting colors and a readable font that
complements the text. The images are, with a few notable ex-
ceptions, of excellent quality.

The shortcomings of this textbook are few. It is, as a survey
book, not intended to be the authoritative text on imaging,
surgery, chemotherapy, or radiation therapy for pediatric
CNS tumors. As a neurosurgeon, I found the sections on sur-
gery thin but concise and a good starting point for a medical
student or junior resident. I'm sure that neuroradiologists and
medical or radiation oncologists would feel similarly about the
material covering their respective disciplines. It was these very
sections, which are outside of my specialty, that I enjoyed the
most. In addition, it is safe to say this text has a bit of an
institutional slant; two thirds of the 28 contributors are from
the University of California, San Francisco. Despite these mi-
nor drawbacks, I think this textbook will be a well-received
addition to the literature that I will enjoy having in my library.

BOOK REVIEW

Neuroimaging Clinics of North
America. Stroke I: Overview and
Current Clinical Practice

Michael H. Lev, guest editor. Vol. 15, No. 2, May 2005. Philadel-
phia: WB Saunders. 240 pages, 121 illustrations, $84.95.

decade after the approval and availability of thrombolyt-
ics for the treatment of acute ischemic stroke, there has
been a significant expansion
of the discipline of cerebro-
vascular  diseases.  Some
stroke victims are being
treated emergently, stroke
centers are being formed, and
vascular neurology has been
recognized as a certified sub-
specialty. In neuroradiology,
this has translated to a need
for emergent imaging, the use
of progressively more sophis-
ticated technologies for imag-
ing vessels and tissue at risk,
and, significantly, endovascu-
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